
1

February 2011 
Newsletter 

Building tomorrow’s leaders one student at a time
Grant Elementary School

From	  the	  Of+ice......

	   As	  we	  start	  the	  month	  of	  February,	  and	  
are	  a	  few	  weeks	  into	  second	  semester	  it	  seems	  
like	  a	  perfect	  time	  to	  remind	  everyone	  about	  the	  
ability	  to	  use	  the	  parent	  portal	  in	  PowerSchool,	  
https://powerschool.muscatineschools.org/
public/,	  to	  monitor	  your	  student’s	  progress.	  	  This	  
program	  gives	  you	  the	  ability	  to	  see	  your	  
student’s	  current	  grade,	  missing	  assignments	  as	  
well	  as	  upcoming	  assignments	  and	  due	  dates.	  	  
You	  also	  have	  the	  ability	  to	  have	  the	  program	  
email	  you	  progress	  reports	  on	  a	  daily,	  weekly,	  or	  
monthly	  basis.	  	  The	  process	  for	  logging	  into	  the	  
Parent	  Portal	  was	  demonstrated	  at	  our	  fall	  
conferences,	  but	  if	  you	  have	  forgotten	  how	  to	  do	  
this	  please	  call	  the	  school	  or	  stop	  in	  and	  we	  will	  
be	  happy	  to	  assist	  you	  in	  this	  process.	  	  Using	  this	  
program	  is	  a	  great	  modeling	  opportunity	  to	  
demonstrate	  to	  your	  child	  that	  you	  are	  being	  
proactive,	  Habit	  1,	  when	  it	  comes	  to	  their	  
success	  in	  the	  classroom.

	   February	  is	  a	  busy	  month	  as	  we	  begin	  
preparations	  for	  our	  school	  carnival	  on	  February	  
18th.	  	  This	  year’s	  theme	  is	  “Road	  Trip”.	  	  The	  PTO	  
and	  many	  other	  volunteers	  
have	  been	  busy	  lining	  up	  
food,	  activities	  and	  games	  for	  
the	  evening,	  it	  promises	  to	  be	  
an	  exciting	  evening.	  	  Anyone	  
interested	  in	  volunteering	  can	  
contact	  Kerry	  Dalby	  or	  show	  
up	  at	  any	  of	  the	  nest	  two	  
meetings	  on	  February	  1st	  @	  
6:00	  pm	  in	  the	  media	  center	  or	  February	  17th	  
@6:00	  pm	  in	  the	  gym.	  	  

Have	  a	  Great	  Month,	  

Becky	  Wichers	  and	  Jason	  Wester

Important Upcoming Dates

2/1/2011- PTO Meeting @ 6:00 pm

2/17/2011-PTO Class Basket Assembly @ 6:00 PM

2/18/2011- School Carnival “Road Trip”  5:00-7:30 pm
From The Counselor......

 For two weeks, beginning the week of February 28, Mr. Schuler, Grant School’s counselor, will be 
teaching and talking with the students about the topic of “Protective Behaviors.”  He will be using a body safety 
program that was established by the Muscatine County CARES program.  The program provides the children 
with information and skills to protect them from becoming victims of abuse.

     Mr. Schuler will be working with the students to speak assertively and identify people in their families and 
lives who can help them if they have a problem with someone wanting to touch their body in inappropriate 
ways.  He will be encouraging the children to talk with a parent or grown-up they can trust if they have a 
problem.  He will also talk about stranger danger and home alone plans.

     Mr. Schuler would encourage you to discuss this topic with your children and make your own family plan for 
reducing and avoiding risks.  If there are any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Schuler.  He would gladly 
answer any questions.

“Planning is bringing the future into 

the present so that you can do 

something about it now.”  ~Alan Lakein
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PTO	  Notes
Calendar	  Changes	  –	  February	  PTO	  mee.ng	  dates	  have	  
changed!

	  Tuesday,	  February	  1st	  @	  6:00	  –	  We’ll	  be	  puBng	  together	  
our	  carnival	  informa.on	  packets.

	  Thursday,	  February	  17th	  @	  6:00	  –	  We’ll	  be	  assembling	  the	  
carnival	  class	  baskets.

Anyone	  is	  welcome	  to	  come	  and	  join	  us.

Quick	  Round	  –	  Up	  
Culver’s	  Night	  -‐	  we	  raised	  more	  than	  $200!	  	  A	  big	  thank	  you	  
to	  the	  Student	  Council	  and	  Mr.	  Schuler	  for	  all	  their	  help!

Hy-‐Vee	  Shop	  &	  Share	  Days	  brought	  in	  $400!	  	  This	  is	  the	  
second	  highest	  amount	  we’ve	  ever	  raised	  with	  this	  

fundraiser.	  	  Our	  thanks	  to	  Tammi	  Drawbaugh	  for	  
organizing	  this!

Coming	  Up	  
Our	  Winter	  Carnival	  is	  coming	  up	  
quickly	  –	  Friday,	  February	  18th.	  	  
Watch	  for	  your	  informa.on	  
packet	  to	  come	  home	  at	  the	  end	  
of	  next	  week.

We	  have	  a	  fun	  opportunity	  to	  
raise	  a	  li\le	  money	  a]er	  Spring	  
Break.	  	  We	  have	  a	  Grant	  Night	  at	  
Pizza	  Ranch.	  	  Hopefully	  we’ll	  have	  
a	  packed	  house	  on	  Wednesday,	  March	  23rd	  from	  5	  –	  8.

From the Student Council......

Student Council is sponsoring a fund drive for the Muscatine Humane Society.  They will be 
collecting donations to help support the Humane Society, in return for a donation individuals will 
receive an animal bookmark.  The donation collection will last two weeks from February 1-
February 11.

Welcome to The Leader in Me. This letter will inform you where Grant School is on our mission to incorporate 
this wonderful model.  It is based on the principles found in The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People and The Leader in Me 
by Steven R. Covey. 

You are your child’s first and best teacher. You lay the foundation for the education of your children’s mind, heart, 
body, and spirit.  You can help your son or daughter discover the leader within and prepare for a great life of contribution 
and service.  Our school already supports the principles laid out in The Leader in Me.  You can help reinforce the 
principles your child learns at school.

The Leader in Me process helps to establish a common language within a school community, built on Covey’s proven 
principles.  The Habits are:

• Habit 1: Be Proactive® • You're in Charge

• Habit 2: Begin With the End in Mind® • Have a Plan

• Habit 3: Put First Things First® • Work First, Then Play

• Habit 4: Think Win-Win® • Everyone Can Win

• Habit 5: Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood® • Listen    Before You Talk

• Habit 6: Synergize® • Together Is Better

• Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw® • Balance Feels Best

Grant School has adopted the following vision:  “Building tomorrow’s leaders one student at a time;” and the 
mission of “Providing a nurturing environment that encourages academic achievement, positive values, and 
individual talents. “   As a staff, it is our sincere hope that you will join us in promoting these thoughts and 
ideals.


